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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Claims 16-17 (Group II) are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction requirement in the 
reply filed on 12/30/2005. Applicant argues that the search required for claims 16-17 
(Group II) would also be required for each of the other individual groups because all of 
the groups are classified in the same class and subclass . The Examiner notes, even 
though the groups are classified together, each invention was shown to encompass 
divergent subject matter and the search required for Group II is not required for each of 
the other individual groups causing a serious burden to the examiner. 

The Examiner notes, pursuant to the Applicant's reply filed on 12/30/2005, the 
restriction requirement with respect to claims 27 and 29-31 is withdrawn, and the claims 
are hereby rejoined and fully examined for patentability under 37 CFR 1 . 1 04. 

Prosecution History Summary 

• Claims 1-31 are pending in the instant application. 

» Claims 16-17 (Group II) are withdrawn from further consideration in the instant 
application. 

• Claims 1-15 and 18-31 are currently rejected as set forth below. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement submitted on 12/27/2001 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(aHd), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on 11/23/2005. The Examiner accepts these 
drawings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-15 and 18-31 are rejected under 35 USC 112 second paragraph. 

Referring to claims 1-15 and 18-31 . Claims 1-15 and 18-31 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out 
and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. The 
scope of claims 1-15 and 18-36 are unclear due to the presence of idiomatic errors. 
Claims 1-15 and 18-36 appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
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document. The claims were given their broadest reasonable interpretation during 
examination as best interpreted. 

Referring to claims 1-15. 18-19 and 26-31 . Claims 1-15 and 18-31 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. The meaning of the term "section," as used in the following examples in 
unclear: 

• A search signal generating section... 

• A search signal distribution section... 

• A reply signal processing section. . . 

For the purpose of examination, the examined construed a "section" to be any 
type of computer related device. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-15 and 18-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Abelow (U.S. Patent No. 5,999,908). 

Referring to claim 1 . Abelow discloses a market research system comprising: 

a search signal generating section that generates a search signal using a 
keyword (Abelow: "Defined Customer Desires (CDC) 758") contained in merchandise 
information on merchandise subject to market research requested from a seller 
(Abelow: column 12, lines 20-54); 

a search signal distribution section that distributes the search signal to a reply 
apparatus provided with a personal profile with which various keywords and evaluation 
values corresponding to the keywords are registered, the evaluation values learned in 
advance based on a preference of a consumer (Abelow: column 33, lines 17-43); and 

a reply signal processing section that receives from said reply apparatus a reply 
signal obtained from an evaluation value in the personal profile corresponding to the 
keyword contained in the search signal (Abelow: column 33, lines 18-54). 
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Referring to claim 2 . Abelow further discloses a system wherein with the 
personal profile are registered the evaluation values corresponding to the keywords 
contained in the merchandise information distributed from a merchandise information 
server that distributes the merchandise information according to a request from the 
consumer (Abelow: column 33, lines 17-54); 

said merchandise information server distributes the merchandise information 
from a merchandise information storage section with which the merchandise information 
presented by the seller is registered; and said search signal generating section fetches 
the merchandise information on the merchandise subject to the market research from 
said merchandise information storage section to generate the search signal (Abelow: 
column 33, lines 17-54). 

Referring to claim 3 . Abelow further discloses a system wherein when the 
market research is requested from the seller, an ability to pay for the research of the 
seller is confirmed (Abelow: Figure 19). 

Referring to claim 4 . Abelow further discloses a system wherein the search 
signal and the reply signal are encrypted before being transmitted to respective 
destinations (Abelow: column 35, line 64 to column 36, line 17). 

Referring to claim 5 . Abelow further discloses a system comprising: a 
merchandise information reliability survey section that operates when a merchandise 
order containing a consumer ID, a merchandise ID and a seller ID is received, while 
making said search signal generating section generate the search signal using the 
keyword contained in the merchandise information corresponding to the merchandise 
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ID, further making said search signal distribution section distribute the search signal to 
said reply apparatus provided with the personal profile of the consumer designated by 
the consumer ID, and transferring the reply signal returned in response to the search 
signal to the seller designated by the seller ID (Abelow: column 82, lines 27-67). 

Referring to claim 6 . Abelow further discloses a system wherein said reply 
apparatus provided with the personal profile is a consumer terminal for the consumer to 
place an order for the merchandise (Abelow: Figure 2). 

Referring to claim 7 . Abelow further discloses a system wherein said system 
queries the consumer whether the personal profile is available, and when the consumer 
allows the personal profile to be utilized, fetches the personal profile from said 
consumer terminal to provide to a seller that desires the personal profile (Abelow: 
column 33, lines 17-43 and Figure 2). 

Referring to claim 8 . Abelow further discloses a system wherein said reply 
apparatus provided with the personal profile is provided in an information providing 
server having a function as a merchandise information server that distributes the 
merchandise information according to a request from the consumer (Abelow: column 
94, lines 16-40). 

Referring to claims 9-15 . Claims 9-15 are rejected under the same rationale as 
set forth above in claims 1-8. 

Referring to claims 18-19 . Claims 18-19 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 1-8. 
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Referring to claims 20-22 . Claims 20-22 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 1-8. 

Referring to claims 23-25 . Claims 18-19 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 1-8. 

Referring to claim 26 . Abelow further discloses an e-commerce system 
comprising said market research system according to claim 1 (Abelow: Figure 20 and 
Figure 21). 

Referring to claims 27-31 . Claims 27-31 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in claims 1-8 and 26. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew S. Gart whose telephone number is 571-273- 
3955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-6. 

4 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571-272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




MSG 

Patent Examiner 
February 21, 2006 



